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The fundamental concepts of missions and evangelism are not unique to the New Testament and the 

grace dispensation.  An account of the Old Testament reveals that God had a unique purpose for the 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ  !ǎ 

ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛty; however, upon forsaking the 

experience with God in favor of human reasoning, they suffered at the hands of their enemies.  Today, 

ǘƘŜ .ƻŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǘƻ άǘŜŀŎƘ ŀƭƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎέ (Matthew 28:19-20), 

cannot prosper in Her efforts to reap the fields of harvest without first recognizing the importance of an 

experience of the divine nature from Heaven. 

The Church is to be the salt and light of the earth (Matthew 5:13-14).  Peter reminds the church that She 

is a royal priesthood and a holy nation (1st Peter 2:9).  She, like Israel, is an example to all people of 

DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ Iƛǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘe Church be notably displayed to 

the world in vigorous service for the benefit of His kingdom.  In order to accomplish these assignments, 

the Church must not only recognize its purpose in ministry but also the plan for ministry.   

Just as Christ provided His church with the proper message of ministry, He also provided Her with the 

effective tools and procedure for ministry.  The Spirit of God, in cooperation with the Word of God, 

dictates to the Church the qualities of effective evangelism and ministry.  The Spirit does not replace the 

Word, nor can the Word be effective without the Spirit.  The basic ministry of the Church is held in place 

and continue to progress as they are balanced by the Word and Spirit.  This model of Christian ministry 

is reflected in ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ {ŜȅƳƻǳǊΩǎ όǇŀǎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !Ȋǳǎŀ {ǘǊŜŜǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴύ ŜȄǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳΦ  

Like the Church in the New Testament, the Church of the latter days cannot effectively complete its task 

without having a strong center.  Each member must get a divine understanding of the Word and a divine 

encounter with the Spirit in order to be properly used of God in the fulfillment of the Commission. 

There is no limitation to the amount of writing that could be produced on the importance of the Word in 

connection with effective evangelism; howbeit, that is not within the scope of this article.  It is essential, 

however, to reiterate that a fundamental understanding of the Scripture is necessary for the proper 

administration within the Body (1st Corinthians 14:40), spiritual formation of Her members (Ephesians 

4:13), and making the mystery known to all nations (Ephesians 3:9, 5:32).  This includes accepting the 

Bible as the Word of God with the New Testament being the rule of faith, practice, government, and 

discipline above any (and all) man-made creeds of faith commitment.  God is not pleased with anything 

less than the rightly dividing of His Word as it is revealed by the Holy Ghost. 

A proper understanding of the Word is not alone sufficient enough to constitute effective ministry as 

displayed in the New Testament Scripture.  Upon His death, burial, and resurrection, Jesus continued for 

approximately forty days ministering to His disciples prior to giving His Church the Great Commission 
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and ascending to Heaven.  It is essential to recognize that the disciples already possessed an 

understanding of the Word as Christ taught them; however, they were yet to have a divine experience 

with the Spirit.  Christ promised His Church the soon-coming gift of the Holy Ghost (John 14:16-26) prior 

to His presentation of the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20).  In fact, He even commanded that 

they tarry in Jerusalem for the experience of the Spirit prior to beginning the journey to fulfill the 

commission.  Had the experience of the Spirit not been as equally important as the Word in ministry, the 

disciples could have ministered while tarrying.  However, Christ knew that the Holy Ghost would give the 

disciples power and anointing to more effectively fulfill the Great Commission. 

Evangelism: The Heartbeat of the Church by Robert Strong recognizes that the Christian should never 

forget the necessity of the inspiration and guidance of the Holy Ghost when pursuing missionary and 

ministerial endeavors.  Christ refers to His disciples as the branches and Himself as the vine (John 15:5).  

The analogy with nature is a clear indication that fruit of our labor cannot be borne of the branches 

unless there is a true connection with the vine.  While Christ is not currently residing on earth to allow 

for us a physical connection to Him, we do have a spiritual connection to Heaven by virtue of the Holy 

Ghost.   

Many followers of Christ have the zeal to work for the Lord through the ministry of missions and 

evangelism; however, zeal, alone, is not what brings forth effective and successful evangelism.  Without 

sensitivity to the Spirit, directed by the leading of the Holy Ghost, zeal lacks spiritual inspiration.  άΧώ¢ƘŜϐ 

ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƭƳƛƎƘǘȅ ƎƛǾŜǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΧέ (Job 32:8).  Along with a pressing zeal to fulfill 

the work of the Lord, the sincere Christian will seek spiritual formation by paying the price for the 

anointing of the Holy Ghost.  The anointing of the Holy Ghost is often compared with actual anointing 

(olive) oil in the Bible.  As the olive oil was not cheap, often times, the believer must pay a sacrificial 

price to progress to the place in God in which the inspiration and anointing is received.  We, as sincere 

ministers of the gospel, must recognize the place God is calling us to and strive to achieve His call.  David 

/ƘƻΩǎ Prayer that Brings Revival suggests that there are elements of petition, devotion, and intercession 

ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ 

When we have a connection to the Head of the Church through the Holy Ghost, we have obtained 

access to unlimited power and authority to walk in the Spirit for the fulfillment of the Great Commission.  

The prophet Joel first prophesied of the Holy Ghost hundreds of years before His actual arrival by 

ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǇƻǳǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦ  ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ {ŜȅƳƻǳǊΣ 

recognizing this anointing for ministry, encouraged the believers at the Azusa Street revival not to go 

forth from the revival speaking of the great experiences they had received, but rather to fulfill the 

ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ άǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΦέ  {ŜȅƳƻǳǊ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ DƘƻǎǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ 

solely another step toward the process of Christian formation; He believed that it was truly the power 

for Christian service.   

Ultimately, this writing is to encourage all of us to seek to put the Spirit of Pentecost into practice.  The 

ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ DƘƻǎǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ƭaying the 

foundation of what brings forth the inspiration and anointing of the Holy Ghost, it is necessary to briefly 

describe the vast benefits that comes with a Holy Ghost led ministry.  As The Church of God of the New 
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Testament walked in power and authority, so will we, the Church of the final dispensation of time, walk 

in all power and authority of the Spirit.  The book of Acts records that the baptism of the Holy Ghost is 

associated with cloven tongues as of fire (Acts 2:2-пύΦ  [ŜƻƴŀǊŘ wŀǾŜƴƘƛƭƭΩǎ Why Revival Tarries suggests 

that fire, by its very nature, begets more fire.  Fire can never make ice, nor can a cold-hearted believer 

burn with the zeal and inspiration for evangelistic endeavors.  Prayer-less, inspiration-less, and ministers 

without the anointing of the Spirit cannot produce warriors of the faith; however, one spark of fire from 

one minister can set the world on fire.  It is necessary to remember that one small candle can be the 

source of an all-consuming fire.  It is our duty to pursue the Spirit and walk worthy of the vocation by 

which we are called in order to fulfill an anointed ministry as commanded by our Lord and Savior.   

As we have entered the twenty-ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 

coming, we muǎǘ ƎǊŀǎǇ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ Řŀȅǎ ƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

purpose of the Body of Christ to prepare for the inflow (John 10:16, Jeremiah 50:5) and present all 

members, joined together by covenant, perfect before the Lord (Colossians 1:28).  With these daunting 

tasks (in the eyes of the flesh) ahead for the Church, we must cease looking through the eyes of the 

flesh and begin to look through the Spirit as we put the Spirit of Pentecost into practice! 

 


