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CKS Y 2yTK 2FCSONIENTR KIEKEAKIBR 68 I £Sy/iiySa 51 & ¢ a day filled with thoughts of love, romance,

and the necessity to express the inward feeling d@rithi to those we care for the mos#lthough many

of the thoughts and gestures of the day are simply a symbolic show of appreciation, there are very few
who fail tounderstandthe messagearticulatedby the various methods afutward expressionThe

concept of Christian charity, or love, is a subject that is commonly accepted as an integral characteristic
of a child of God. However, too often the characteristics of true, unconditional charity are overlooked or
misunderstood.

During the Last Supper, G$trimade the statementijA new commandment | give unto you, That ye love

one another; as | have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my
disciplesif ye have love one to anothieJohn 13:385)d/ KM@ ¢ 2N Spoken to His disciples are of
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sacrifice are examples to us of the unconditional love that we are to portray through our lives as true
followers of Him.

While the basics of Christian charity are widely accepted, many reject the qualities of true, unconditional
love. Paul, in his writings to the Church at Corinth, speaks concerning the nature of truédtneity
suffereth long, and is kind; charity eath not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not

behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in
iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; Beareth all things, believeth all things, hagléthings, endureth all

things. Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues,
they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanishé&@@ainthians13:4-8). True,
unconditional Christia love does not prevail if any of these qualities are not present in the life of an
individual.

“Charity suffereth long..” It is not by accident that Paul first mentions patience as a characteristic of
love. True love is patiently and meekly longsufferifigials, tribulations, persecutions, and adversities
do not disturb or diminish it. No matter what circumstances may arise, unconditional charity remains
strong and prevalent:..and iskind..” Unconditional love is kind gentle, tender, and compassiate

¢ even when others are not. Its kindness is not limited to the positive actions of othetharity

envieth not..” Love is not envious or jealous, nor does it begrudge others of what they have, but it
cannot have.”..charity vaunted not itself..” Tovaunt means to boast. True Christian charity possesses
no desire to be noticed or applauded..isnot puffed up...” Vainglory and love have no place

together. True love is not overwhelmed with sigifportance, but rather seeks to be selffacingg

always esteeming others as better than self. Paul wrote in Philippiafsy2(Ky/3 6S RyS (KN#IZK
ANEE2NG Y E2NETodaly 26 S 2FY VRIQIS (K SABSY 20KINISIANK y (KSy 8328 (Philippians

2:3).



“Doth not behave itself unseemly..” Not only aes true love behave in a manner that is becoming of
holiness, it also acts in accordance to good manner. It is never rude, harsh, or otherwise act negative in
a demeaning nature toward others...seeketh not her own..” Similar to not being puffed up, teulove
RRSAY2IRSY | YRAB2GY ¢ | EX2NyakiI2y ABONEKEE. Rather, it is concerned with humility of self while
taking into careful consideration the needs and wading of others.“..not easily provoked..” Love is

not easily irritated or aroused tongier; neither does it yield to the slightest of temptatioris.thinketh
noevil...” Love does not imagine that evil is intended by every thoughtless word or deed, nor does it
desire to strike back; it does not seek suspicion and controversy regardimgotiness of others.

“Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth..” To rejoice means to assert great jogod

inspired love will never find joy or happiness in that which is not righteous, holy, edifying to the Body, or
pleasing unto God: Beareth all things..” Love is willing to endure any criticism, false accusation, insult,
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retribution. “..believeth all things..” Christian charity is to be tating. True love should believe the

best about all that men do and are, until they are proven unworthy of tristaopeth all things..”

Love always desires that what is right and just will prevail. The hope of love insists that something good
can comerfom all situations no matter what the circumstances may beho6ldendureth all things..”

Once again Paul notes the element of endurance in charity. However, the terminology endureth adds
an extra element of patience in waiting while enduring the circamsés surrounding the trial,

situation, or conditions.

Paul finalizes his exposition on genuine, unconditional charitgdygnizing what is quite possibly the
most important quality of love “ Charity never faileth..”. Unconditional love is evepresent! It never
ceases. Unlike the gifts, which are manifested now and then and from time to time as occasion
demands, love is permanent and perpetual.

Space does not permit an-depth account of each of the qualities of godly love. It is recommended

that each child of God take these scriptures into prayerful consideration and seek to apply its contents
to his/her life. The Church of God, as the collective Body of Christ, should also put these qualifications
of love into special consideratiomt$KS/ KABE& (KS[ hws @ RRA/ITAIRY |- Nditt2da A/ 20KIFBSE

(Psalms 118:23)One of the marvelous characteristics of the Church is the love that She exhibits to all
those who seek rest in Her. We, as members of the Body, must strive to align our livestianiterd

of love demanded by the Scripture. To settle for anything less would make us unworthy of the title of
WKNELR YOI &l / KNE Y &R 0S/ KNEHike. The love portrayed by Christ (and outlined by Paul) should

be engrafted into the life of evgrbishop, deacon, evangelist, shepherd or pastor, teacher, lay minister,
lay teacher, or member. If we desire to achieve perfection, it is essential that we display the qualities of
perfect love portrayed in the Scripturé.et us each earnestly strive tapture the qualities of genuine

love ¢ for God and for each other! It is by this love that all the world will know our place as His exclusive
Bride, The Church of God.



